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succeed in stopping it. He, on his side, contributed ranch
to the perpetual recruiting of the enemy, for not wishing to
reduce too much the French army in Germany, he called on
his allies to furnish park of the contingents stipulated for in
the treaties, and sent these troops to the Peninsula in order
to spare French blood. His motive was doubtless laudable,
but circumstances made the application of this system
injurious to our cause.* It is all very well to employ foreign
troops in a short campaign, but it is a different thing when
it is a question of fighting for several years against an enemy
like the Spaniards and Portuguese who were always harass-
ing you and could never be got at. Nothing but an ardour
such as is never found in auxiliary troops can enable men to
endure the fatigues of this kind of warfare. Thus not only
did the troops which the Emperor obtained from his allies
s6rve badly enough in our ranks, but they deserted daily in
heaps. Italians, Swiss, Saxons, Bavarians, and other Germans
were soon formed into regiments by our enemies, and the Poles
passed in such numbers into the well-paid and well-fed-
English army, that Wellington was able to form a strong
Polish legion, which fought the French without scruple.

But, in my opinion, the principal cause of our reverses,
though one which has never been pointed out by any soldier
who has written on the Peninsular War, was the immense
superiority of the English infantry in accurate shooting, a
superiority which arises from their frequent exercise at the
targets, and in a great measure also from the formation in
two ranks. I know that a great many French officers deny
that this latter cause is a true one, but experience has shown
that ooldiars confined between the first and third rank nearly
always fire in the air, and that the third rank cannot take-
aim a,t an enemy who is hidden from them by the two
ranks in front. It is asserted that two ranks do not offer
sufficient strength to resist cavalry, but the English infantry
can in a moment form four deep to receive a charge, and our
squadrons were %&y&r able to catch it in two rants, though
as soon as it has to fire it quickly resumes this formation.
, , However this uotfQ&.'be^I, am convinced, ,t)wb Napoleon
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d that Mass6na intended to
